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939 o regime 93,400 0.557 1 0.497 0 1
ODA Y= o oecd_dac 93,400 0.538 1 0.499 0 1
Sk ODA Y= o5
93,400 0.394 0 0.489 0 1
korea_oda
3 FHALT o5
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Abstract

International Political Economy of K-Culture:
The Effects of Cooperative Perception and ODA on
Cultural Content Consumption

Jisook Kim

(Yonsei Graduate School of Public Administration)

This study extends the longstanding proposition of international political economy, “trade follows the flag”, to the
cultural industry at the individual level, empirically analyzing how political and diplomatic perceptions of
cooperation with South Korea influence K-content consumption. The analysis confirms that as consumers perceive
South Korea as a cooperative partner rather than a competitor, both their intention to purchase and actual
spending on cultural content increase with statistical significance. The effect of such political perception operated
more powerfully in the conversion to actual expenditure in Official Development Assistance (ODA) recipient
countries, where the effect was approximately twice as high compared to non-recipient countries. This effect was
further amplified in priority partner countries. On the other hand, the differential effect based on political regime
was limited or rather more pronounced in non-democratic countries. This study argues that public diplomacy may

serve as a key mechanism driving economic outcomes in the cultural industry.

Keywords: K-Culture, K-Content, Cultural Contents, ODA, Public Diplomacy, International Political Economy
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