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Abstract

[Policy Article]

A Study on the Policy Framework of
South Korea’s Veterans Public Diplomacy:

Thematic Categorization Analysis

Choi, Jungsik’
(Director for Public Relations, Ministry of Patriots and Veterans Affairs, Republic of Korea,

Doctoral Student, College of Communication, Sogang University)

This study presents a policy research that systematically analyzes South Korea’s veterans public diplomacy policy
through thematic categorization, which has been implemented since 1975. Veterans public diplomacy, based on
gratitude and remembrance toward 22 countries— 16 combat support nations and 6 medical support nations —that
participated in the Korean War under UN resolutions, represents a unique form of public diplomacy rarely found
in the international community. It is characterized by sincere expressions of gratitude rooted in the Korean
sentiment of “jeong” - a distinctive Korean emotional bond. This approach goes beyond simple ceremonial
commemorative events to form deep emotional ties with the 22 participating countries and utilizes these
relationships as modern diplomatic assets through a unique methodology. The research methodology employed
qualitative content analysis based on official data from the Ministry of Patriots and Veterans Affairs’ international
veterans affairs programs, comprehensively analyzing the purpose, targets, and implementation methods of various
projects. The analysis revealed that veterans public diplomacy policy can be classified into five major themes: O
Direct Honor & Gratitude (revisit invitation programs, local commemoration events) (@Future Generation Legacy
(descendant exchange camps, global academy, scholarship programs) (3Documentation & Preservation (digital

archives, educational material development) @Protocol & Memorial Service (repatriation of remains, memorial

* Choi Jungsik, tonychoi@hanmail.net
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concerts) @Policy & Academic Exchange (international veterans conferences, academic symposiums). Each theme
possesses  distinct characteristics and effects while creating synergistic outcomes through overall harmony. The
analysis confirmed that South Korea’s veterans public diplomacy demonstrates multi-dimensional project structures,
temporal continuity (spanning from first-generation veterans to future generations), diversity in policy
implementation methods, and institutional systematicity (balanced approach between government leadership and
private cooperation). Particularly noteworthy is its substantial effectiveness in generating economic value exceeding
$500 million annually, proving its strategic value as a “future investment” beyond mere “past compensation.”
This suggests that veterans public diplomacy possesses sustainability and expandability as South Korea’s main

public diplomacy strategy.

Keywords: Veterans Public Diplomacy, UN Participating Countries, Thematic Categorization, Soft Power, Korean War
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