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Abstract

Media Utility and the Phases of Hallyu News Coverage

Chang-Young Jeon’

(Korea Press Foundation)

This study investigates the evolution of the Hallyu by analyzing media coverage through the theoretical
framework of media utility. Using big data analysis, news articles from major Korean newspapers and broadcasters
between 1995 and 2022 were examined across four stages. Topic modeling and qualitative contextual analysis
were employed to capture the dynamics of media discourse. The findings reveal that media coverage of Hallyu
has evolved beyond reporting cultural products to embody four distinct types of media utility: informational
utility (Phase 1), social utility through sharing and debate (Phase 2), identity utility strengthening cultural
belonging (Phase 3), and practical utility stimulating active participation (Phase 4). These results demonstrate that
Hallyu is not merely the overseas diffusion of cultural content but a complex cultural phenomenon sustained by
shifts in media utility. The study contributes theoretically by reinterpreting the Uses and Gratifications Theory in
the context of digital globalization and by offering a new analytical framework for understanding cultural
diffusion. Practically, it highlights the need for cultural policies and industry strategies that align with dominant
media utilities of each stage, providing implications for the future sustainability of Hallyu and comparative studies

of global popular culture.

Keywords: Hallyu, Media Utlity, Uses and Gratifications Theory, Topic Modeling, Cultural Diffusion
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