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Az g, AR A, A A, oA 75 T EFHQ 75S BT THEnman, 2008; Cull,
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B3l w3l ZR2E FEa, w7t oWAE FEIH, AYgA REel 73F 4 Ade 28s F
3 ts A4S FAHTITHWang, M, 2022). TebA H|to] FFelue SHEFAQ =77 AA o #F
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g A3stE e APl Aok mEtd & ATe FAEE o83 919 o] &2 ATlA AAF Ad A
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YA dEE olsfsta 2AS=AE dEFoEN dd HWE Agste Ao E& AN ol F
AEH(Eneman, 1993)& ZFUA IS BAlA Y o]B8e Tt &4 Ao, Ul &4, =
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718 18 9285 Fxste] RE F2E FASL, A Bo I Jd4E ¢ RS s
FEA7E BEe WE e 7N AT B E(Tankard, 199D ZEYS 72 T2 3
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T ZdY Bt 2 BEoA ulg dutos yehin], U3 Jrel AgE o]E o9

dolw shmuel met S o] gehd 4+ rkw RN F AN AAE WPHA g
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Abstract

A Comparative Analysis of Public Diplomacy Discourses in
Chinese and Korean Media Coverage of Fubao’s Return to China:

FocusingonRhetorical TheoryandFramingTheory

Cha, Heewon®

(Prefoessor, Division of Communication & Media, Ewha Womans University)

Zhu, Zixuan™

(Master’s student, School of Communication & Media, Ewha Womans University)

The purpose of this study is to compare and analyze how major Korean and Chinese media reports on the transnational
public diplomacy event of Fubao’s return to China construct national discourse through rhetorical strategies and framing.
For the research method, a total of 20 news articles—10 each from Korean and Chinese mainstream media— published
within one month before and after Fubao’s return in April 2024 were selected. Using word frequency analysis,
qualitative content analysis was conducted by applying rhetorical theory and framing theory. The results show that
Korean media primarily employed Pathos-centered emotional appeals and farewell/emotional frames, depicting Fubao as a
national symbol and family member in order to mobilize public sentiment. In contrast, Chinese media emphasized Ethos
and Logos, highlighting state institutions, scientific research, and treaty implementation, while reinforcing institutional
authority and national image through diplomatic legitimacy, rationality, and cultural sovereignty frames. In conclusion,
the findings confirm that the two countries adopted different public diplomacy strategies in reporting the same event,

offering important implications for balancing national image building and strategic public diplomacy communication.

Keywords: Fubao, Public Dijplomacy, Rhetorical Theory, Framing Theory, Korean and Chinese Media
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