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Abstract

The only public diplomacy that korean can do, the rise

of veterans diplomacy, and its direction of development

Choi, Jungsik

(Director for Public Relations, Ministry of Patriots and Veterans Affairs, Republic of Korea)

The Ministry of Patriots and Veterans Affairs' veterans policy for the United Nations veterans and veterans who
participated during the Korean War began to be recognized as a new means of public diplomacy. The
international veterans' policy in honor of UN veterans is called veterans' diplomacy, and various veterans'
diplomatic activities have been underway, starting with the UN veterans revisit project since 1975. Veterans
diplomacy, Korea's international veterans policy, is a unque policy that is difficult to find worldwide. No country
was invaded by the war and implemented a veterans diplomacy policy that directly honors veterans from allies.
Veterans diplomacy is emerging in its value and importance as a new means of public diplomacy. This Veterans
Diplomacy is the only public diplomacy that korea can do. The reason is that the Korean War was the first
and last case of the United Nations' participation in the form of a 22-nation coalition since its foundation,
making the Republic of Korea the only country with conditions for veterans' diplomacy to participating in the
Korean War. This is also because it is the only country in the world with an international memorial
infrastructure called the UNMCK, the only UN cemetery. The past Korean War was a history that we wanted
to forget, but it is changing into a history of new opportunities through veterans diplomacy. What is
transforming the Korean War into a history of opportunities is veterans diplomacy, the only public diplomacy
that Korea can do. It is necessaty to recognize the importance of veterans diplomacy and maximize its

achievements through various academic researches and strategic policy supports.

Keywords: Veterans Diplomacy, International Veterans Diplomacy, Kovean War
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